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QUICK-CHANGE

KERRY DELROSE OUTFITS A SAG HARBOR LANDMARK IN'LESS THAN 30 DAYS
BY JORGE S. ARANGO | PHOTOGRAPHS BY FRANCES JANISCH
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Park and Swim | Befure desspner Berry Blrose

chone ashedd bires o e ber Sag Harbor bom, tbe preve
artis ownery, Buanlder Bob Tivtora, comvertad a portion of
the thrvescatr gorriape i oo poo boscse (PREVIOLS SOREAD LIFT)
Hame Werk | [n .Ilrrm; rorn, o kel amid pliss deck frovm H.l.l]'fw"
Larewr Homse (PRUVIOUS SPREAD MIDDLE] 57 pertrnd seitlr ot deather
108 clair fronw Mecas Cranden do covatte o ool wffice area. One-Stop
Shop | Liren offeredd enongh varvety for Olrore to etfie the fevany
rovens (PRENIOLS SPREALE RIGHT) de ot ey ook foke everytting
curne from the some place Good Neighbars | The JU27 b
(mnonvi) o only oma of dfiree st wurk @ candlestck fence. Field
of Dreams | Semffimmer frlled woodd potr from Mre Mae Oougall
(nsciiied braptters the hotchon safde Iron Chel | Torto 4
rengnatiort biclisded o Bitiben (orrosiTe] s well done thay Dielron
e ondy @ set of 1toods from Freder's Antspner. See Resoprces
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ere speed decoraning an Olympic event, Kerry Delrose

of Thom Filicia Inc. would cerramnly lead the US eeam
Adfrer all, hes |.'.l.‘-'\l.'1.|: the i!lt.l.lil.:\'m.;__' trials, Last sprng, 4
few wieeks before Delmose was o leave lor an extended
projece in Australia, a 44-vear-old investment banker
chent lor whom he'd ;]fuyurd two ather readences
called ro say shed bought a house in Sag Harbor she wanted hum o outhie
“She closed on the house in March, moved i wich a box spring ancl
— mattress in April and 1 finushed the house on May 6 or 77 he recalls
breathlessly. “lIrs called, "How o do a house in under 30 days™
Sa, how did 'he do i For starters. Delrose had great bones to work
wirth. Butlr around 1926, rhe house had been somewhar of an oddity on
Main Sereer “Irs the only one thae didn'e look like i ].x'li_:-l!{-'l.'i.l an Captans
Row.” he sAys, IL'|.1.‘lI'IIl|l.1 to the street’s m|lu|.|uj.|] mickoame Wich white
stucco and a rool of red asphalr shingles, “It looked more like it belonged
on beach m San Barbara” 109
In fact, for vears Bob Torrora—the local builder and realtor who |iul|:_¢|!1
and renovared the properey in 2004—referred 1o it as “the Mommme Dearet
house™ because of its cunons West Coast pesonality, However, as every-
one knows. appearances can be deceving: Under the red |Tfr|."1'h]|| lbrrora
discovered an anginal wood shingle roofl, which he re-shingled. He also

SPrud L'l.l Ly ||!i.' xRt 'l-'n'HII NEW STUCCG, ITw lfl.'l.l. I"\"'.'I]l.ll.lll.'l-.i [Tll.l-lllli'llﬂk'.
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and refurbished the onginal weighred windows. ("Every panc
of glass was taken our, the wood cleaned up, then the F:.lm's
rcp'-h:t‘(l.' Tortora says.) Save for the urlgln.ﬂ F.ll.:lsn:r walls and
whartever muldmg,\ and floors were .'..'IF'.raE_:;ih]c. the mrenor had
been gurred and renovated, complere wirh a new Kitchen so well
done, says Delrose, "It was Like a gifr wath purchase”
Delrose knew the impossibly abbreviated schedule called
one- or two-stop shopping. For most of the furnishings he
d Hinson & Company (where he'd been design dircctor
years) and Ralph Lauren Home, which offered enough styles
t he wouldn't run the risk of the décor looking like it all came
t of the same box, [n this sort of situation, explains Delrose.
1 go to the places you know will have stock. [ walked
ugh [the showrooms] like Sherman through Arlanta.” He
d things out with items from Crate & Barrel and such favor-
local shops as Ruby Beets in Sag Harbor, Mecox Gardens in
thampton and Rumrunner Home in East Hampron.
The client had also rermned some possessions: an original
ngelo Donghia sofa thar landed 1n the master bedroom, a collec-
on of Lalique fish (now swimming’ i a custom Plexicrale box
the upstairs office) and nauncal oil pantings The laer, says
ke client, an avid sailor, were boughe from dealers in Denmark,
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Holland and Iraly “Some dare back to the 1800s, ochers [ suspect are
rep sducrions,” she admis. “Buc | |1~|ug|1t them because | liked rhem

not for their resale value” Besides, she was alter casual comfort, not I"“-l"
gree “I wanred the house to be warm, relaxing and welcoming Whle s
beautitully done, | wanted people to be able ro pur their feer up [ have
two dogs and they cerramly pur their feer up!

Thar was the only directive Delrases chienr gave him. Through
their two previous projects together, the relanonshup had evolved mro
a rrusning Irendship "He did some skerches and we met lor a dink
ar Cafe des Amistes in the aity to look at some fabncs” she says. " Thar
was the exrent of our consulration. His raste 15 impeccable and | com
pleeely erust hime The process thus streambined, Delrose was able to
conjure an environment that reflecred the chenr’s love of 4 life on the
warer wathous resorting 1o chiche. "You could fall o thise soap wecy
eastly,” savs the dr-n:.:',nr; “You know, the vars-on-theceiling thing”

Ijq‘:.pm: this synergy, however, the whole progect rmight have stalled
had Delrose nor pulled ogether a grear team ol vendors and trades
men (ncluding David Martinez of Strch m Brooklyn, who did all the
uphalstery .1I'|I.-|.-i.l1.'t]'ﬁ'|‘n.' work), “Nor ane thing went » h‘lng' Delmse
Savs, ]1.1i1}}||~.'_ “Evervone not only 1!::11|K1‘1 up o the ]'LHL‘ bur wenr
l};_-\,rnhl i || W A eam ellort for whic |I L}{_‘ll't"l\"- Wil r.lIL' \.'.’Ii'll.llﬂ E

smooth Operatar | "Hir taite tr smpecoalle, " sy the Hessiemvier aboid tseray
dessgrer Kerry, Edrane (AncrvE), adbe ..n:y.a’.-.’.-.a'.ri-: aabevver i fews iy month
How Dry | Am  When tov aingner dud tronbi fmding & ko to cover -"-'r'r’l.l"\ui"l'l ol

chainy (icHT), be chase a wivite terry cfoth thise b forinad in Mamibstean’s garaneni dictrics. "I fily

j_l'-,ll rH,: Vi (TR f"mr'n'-m J'rrm'il 3 l'l"r' (1% ) . |'I\Ir-l"-'"rl i

HAMPTONG COTTAGES & GARDENS | HCANDG.COM | 052007

L
MI.HII-H
e

u% _né—}.‘, L&j
¥ Gl :






